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What does being chief mean?

By Chief Master Sgt. Jim LeVack
158h Airlitt Wing command chief

1l dees being a Chiel in
Losdary s Adr Foree mean”
First amd Toremost, Chaefs ane

semor enhsted leaders. Chiels have specif-
e e unegue techmecal knoavledge and
CRPETIETCE

Al thal soumds pretly impressive

Bt 1wl vedl sonn there are a ot of prac-
Tl preoes thal gooanto this preiy brood
Comicepil

Chisels are aboanl oanr Eroseps W el
o Disten o our peopbe. We nesd o know
ther comoems and the things they ane excl-
ed about and provide practical gudimee
el om the benelits of cur expenence. Be
peesiomate for ther sucoes

Chiels are aboul pairiofism Love of
conniry aned the freedoms we engry mioli-
viles i 1o serve. | knew from a young age
[ i G b i the Aar Foree and more
inpertamily that life swas more than a peas
check, The opporunity o serve in our

nafien s defense 1s
humibling Ths
pitrvolisam leguds B
BErVICE:

Chiels are
abaiil =ervice,
Bervioe I our
codintry amed the
prodection of the
Trasclonmes Wi ey

everyday. Service W
o cormerdars o we represent ther
vigion and pelicies o our force, Service o
all Awrrren as we prepore Therm o ke on
ackhinonal resporsabilites aod the chal-
e the Puture of olr Aar Foroe hes lor
thesn, Thie rore mnk we achieve, the mon
respomsbilites we are entrosted wath, . the
preter the mognide of olir service &
required,

Chiefs are alsoul ensuramce, Ensinng
all Awrrren are resdy’ Lo deploy ol @
rcents molce for whatever tsking that
commes down, We make sure they bave the
nght skill =e1s, Molhing 1 mone mmporiant

Chief LeVack

Cham making sure our roops ane Che best
whal they do Mexl se make sune our
troope have well homed war skills Thess
shalls will enstire thear survival inoany si-
Do e send o froops ke, Finally we
rtkiee s they hove the nght tools and
eouiprment, Based on the things we have
learmed we com ke sine our roops don't
expemence The same The sel hacks wie dud,

Chiels nre abool kwing and caring for
our families, | for ooe will el vou [ ve
had greal opporiuniies because [ 've had
the support and encouragement of my fam-
iy, From deployments oo remsole Dhes
have stoodd with e 101 thas bedrock of
support Trom which 1 gain strength

[ v am pawesome apporiumiy i serve as
o Chiel Master Sergeomt in the United
states Arr Force. To be entrusted with the
prermserkous respomsbililes o jobs pres-
ent, The mesl rewarding piece i the horr
of serving along se other patnaols, olher
Arrmmen dedicated o protecting our Mation
Beang a part of the et Teared wmd
respectod Aar Fonce on the planet,

Service — America at its best

By Col. Michaezl Boera

374 Air Expedifionary Wing vice commander

[T mrcralt and HE-G0 Pave Hawk helicopers, sprinkled around

waorkable mrields in the affected countnes. We are the Air Foree

prece ol Combined Support Foree 536, commeaended by a 115,

Hickam Voices

What does the rank
of chief master sergeant
mean to you?

“Tt means respeck,
keoxity, o o
exzellence. They earm
the rank because they

heve the right attitde
Airman Basic

Izac Martinez-Garcia
Pagific Air Foroas

UTAPAO, Thallamd - Al vanows Gmes throughout my 23 yvears
inthe LLA. Air Foree, 1 have taken the oppootunity toowrite articles
for my homelown newspaper i Yermmond Tor my family and (riends
to read and for home base newspapers where ['ve been assigned.

By editorials included my personal thanks For the suppot |
received during Desert Som, my perspective of combal air opera-
tions over Morthern rag during Operation Provide Comdor, and
my heart-felt thoughts after the Sept. 11, 2000 terrorst atiack.

Todary, [ write you From Foval Thai Maval Air Station Lltapao
here where [ am deploved in suppon of Operation Unafied
Assistance, the humanitanan relief mission in support of the sum-
mi victims in Thailand, Indonesia and Sn Lanka.

I have made a livelihood of Mying F-16 Fighting Faleon combat
aircralt and am currently assigned as the 35th Operations Group
comimander at Mizawa Air Base, Japan. A couple of weeks ago, |
was prepanng 1o 0y a local combat training mission when [
received a call Trom my boss, 1 was basically wold to ged some shots
and pack my bags because | was being sent o Thailand o belp
stand up the 374 Air Expeditionary Wing. About 24 hours: later, |

Manne heatenant general. 1 have never been invelved ina humam-
tanan relief effort and now [ am mvedved inone nvaling that of
any rehied eflart — ever.

[t hie= been my homor o serve insuch an operation. As much as 1
rmiss being eway from my Family and flving the F-16, ot gives me
greal sabis|poteom bo be involved in a relief and recovery operation
versus the typical combat operation 1 am so familear with, and
which usually involves some sort of destroction. This 1= Amenca al
115 bt [t s also the Amenca that doesn’t make the headlines very
ol ben, ar the lead story on cur op T news. sipfions” telecests. Tn
Fact, this rehel operation 1s probably not the: lead stary i the
LUnited Stabes amy longer,

Clbviously, 1 am involved with the 108, military aspect of the
rmassion. Wiz pre but one piece ol the puesde o bnng much-needed
dispster reliel to the vichims, bat & signihicant pece ot this stage o
the effart. Gradually, we wall let civilian govemmental pnd non-
governmental orgamatons take over the bulk of the ellort and
et of v wall retum o our ome stabons. When [ do, 1 hope o
pick up where T left off; say “hello™ o the famaly and et back

was landing at Utapac airfield

The mission of the wing is 1o provide support to the intra-theater
aidift units, mosty Mying C-130 Hercules and C-17 CGlobemaster

the cockpat of an F-16 10 once again ram lor combat operatons.

Amenca at ik= besl

Action Line

Lintal then, [ am proud o be a part of this relicl misson. 1L s

Col, Ray Torres
15th Airlift Wing commander

The purpose of the Action Lime is inits
marme 108 your direet link ieome so we can
wark as a team 1o make Hickam a better
cormmumty. 11 also allowes vou o meeog-
mize individuals who go “above and
beesomd” in therr duties — and we all kneas
there are plenty of those folks here. All
members of Team Hickim are weloome o
use the Action Line, howeyer, 1 urge you
e gve the normal chaim of command the
first chance at resclving problems or
pssies, 11's omldy oar o gve e command-
ers and managers the first opporiumity o
waork 1ssies under e responsi bilicy, [7
v have done this and are still nod satis-

fied, give my commander’s Action Line a
call, IF you want me 1o gel back o v,
leave yvour name and number, stabe your
pssne, Tl me who you have tlked o amd
why you were not satislied with their
response 111 work vour issoe amd respond
verbally ar in writing. The Action Line
mumber ps R ZUG, hessages may also
b ent by e-mail o

I Fepwe pali® fefeckann, il

Parking problems

Comment: Foarking in the ot on the 13
Street (A & O Wings) entranoe of 1002
conbinues e be i problem Vehckes con-
finue to park im this lod in areas cleary
miarked as o parking, To Muriher crepte
salety problems people also park against
the Mow of trafTic within a parking spol.
While reading 153AW Instroction 31-204,
datedd Mlameh B, 2002, chapter 5, 1 can sy |
hawve seen vehicles in violations of the
megerily of the parking laws histed, The
viclations do pot stop in this Lot but contin-
e on o Hamger Ave, in froal of the secun-
1y forees building, across the street all
arcursd the Wood Hobby shop swhere vehi-
cles can be found parking next bo snd in
ke pecess rogd between e baldings,
People that do find legal parking acmoss
Frowm the bepdguarters bilding nosw Gece o
salety proflem of speeders as well as
Thise that igrore the cross walks on
Vickers Avenue. One way o eliminate
mitch of thess problems would be o make

additiomal parking in the nosw grass arca at
Thiz emdl of thes parkimg [ol (betwesn the lol
ard C Street). This would allow folks o
Tegally amd salely park, Addhbenally speasd
enforeement on Vickers Avense could be
sheppad up.

Respoaese: As you Knoay, parking cin
soimetimes be difficult to find here on
Hickam. Security foroes patrols wrile park-
ing tickets throughout the week.
Adkdinomally, cach megor faciliny on
Hickarm has o traffic warden who kg
authonzed o wite parking tekets 15 you
have a parking complaint, go through your
parking womcken and if they are ool avel -
able, call securily forces control center ait
EELEITER

Concerning speeders on Vickers Avenuoe,
wie v stepped up our spesd enforee-
ment. IF vou have any questions, call
Master Bt Paul BiMle, Secunty Forees
Ciperations, al 449-23000

Fegarding vour concemns on adkhinonal
parking. Force probection reguirements
hawe dhetated swhere we com amed comnod
park. Although it may be inconvenient for
s personned, there 15 parking available
in surrounding parking lots, including the
Ted messt G thee Woodring Law Center, Al
this time there are no plans o constrect a
parking It in the grossy ares between the
lot and C Streel. IF vou have additicnal
comeems regarding parking, call Denms
YWee, base trallic engineer, at 4=~
Thank yes for your recommendaiiens,

Reagonal Supply Sguadnon

"Thiefs are role models
in all agecs of their life
because every lower
ranking persm locks &o
them for guidance *

Alrman 15t Class
Raldee Hemandez
15th Misgion Support Sguadnon

*A diief is the ultimate
role mdel to me, they
are an irmalusble
ressurce with esperiencs
ard input on everything
becanse they walked in
my bhoots,”

Tech. Sgi. Moreen Ishikawa
U5, Pacitic Command

“Thief master sergeants
fimmly believe the aming
"missimn first, people
alwang™ .. gimply seated
they take care of their
pecple 50 people bake
care of the missim.*

Chief Master Sgt.
Thomas Childress

15th Medical Group

"Chief master sergesmt
signifies the epitome of
the enlisted oops - a
seriicr MOD that stands
as an example for all
Adrmen to emilate, ¥

Col. Scott Chesnut
15Eh Airlift Wing vice commander

AN

Next week's question;
What s your most unique visitor s

story?

Feb. 4

Who do you think will win the Super
Bowl and why?

To reegemd bo this queesdion, send an email Lo bickam. Riiniatick -
an.af.mil with & respmee ad phoe s bo SXbact vl

Team Hickam members can submit
letters to the editor to

hickam.kukini@hickam.af.mil.
Tell us what you think or would like to see in Kukini
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Dieadline for copy iz noon Thureday for the fellowing Friday =

zmue. Copy must be typed, double-spaced 12-point type, 300 -
350 words In length, and e-malbed to hidam hidmshicder of ml.

Hidmm Family support O=nter
445-030H
Life Sdlls agport. (=@er
445-0175
Law Enforcement Desk
4459-63T5
Base Chaplain
44%-1754
Military Family Ahuss shelter
B33-T135




